Elective Placements Available 2012
	
	Cardiothoracic Surgery

	Summary of Learning Opportunities
	Our unit is a busy one, operating on 1400 cardiac cases last year and a further 500 or more thoracic cases. The case load is typical of any busy unit and includes upper GI work, pulmonary resection, coronary and valvular surgery as well as major aortic surgery. 

The unit benefits from new facilities and spectacular surroundings. Elective students can see surgery in the morning and surf in the afternoon!

	Availability
	2 students 

	Elective Period 
	4 weeks

	
	

	
	Ear, Nose and Throat

	Summary of Learning Opportunities
	The ENT department offers medical students the opportunity to experience the delivery of Otolaryngology services in a tertiary referral centre. Subspecialties within the department include otology, neuro-otology, paediatric otolaryngology, rhinology  and head and neck surgery.

	Availability
	2 students

	Elective Period 
	4 weeks

	
	

	
	Obstetrics and Gynaecology

	Summary of Learning Opportunities
	Attachments to Women’s Services to include Fetal and Maternal Medicine, general Obstetrics (Labour Ward), Urogynaecology, Infertility, Gynaecological Cancer, Minimal Access Surgery, Diagnostic Gynaecology (ultrasound, hysteroscopy, colposcopy).

Attachments to individual Consultants and Teams can also be organised if required.

	Availability
	2 students

	Elective Period 
	4 weeks

	
	

	
	Oncology

	Summary of Learning Opportunities
	Clinical Oncology placement

Site specialities covered – Upper Gastrointestinal, Central Nervous System and Urology

Opportunity to see/attend/manage:

Acute Oncological Emergencies/Management

In-patients – shadowing F1/F2/ST1 doctors

Outpatient Clinics/Radiotherapy/Chemotherapy Departments

Multidisciplinary Teams in sub-specialities

Radiotherapy Planning/Stereotactic Treatments

Educational Meetings in Department

	Availability
	2 students 

	Elective Period 
	2 weeks


	
	Plastic Surgery

	Summary of Learning Opportunities
	Attend outpatient clinics, theatre sessions and MDT Meetings

	Availability
	2 students

	Elective Period 
	2 – 4 weeks


	
	Health of Elderly

	Summary of Learning Opportunities
	Acute Geriatrics.
Falls; syncope – bone health (osteoporosis)

Cognitive disorders (acute confusion and dementia)

Parkinson’s Disease

Orthogeriatrics

Stroke Medicine

Ward work; Outpatient Clinics and Community Care

	Availability
	2 students

	Elective Period 
	2 – 4 weeks


	
	Emergency Department

	Summary of Learning Opportunities
	Observing emergency medicine, including acutely ill medical and major trauma patients.  There will be opportunities to observe treatment of minor illnesses, suturing, manipulation of fractures and dislocations.  This includes patients of all ages.

	Availability
	2 – 4 students

	Elective Period 
	2 – 4 weeks


	
	Neurology

	Summary of Learning Opportunities
	The neurology department in Derriford is a busy tertiary centre with specialist neurosurgery, neuroradiology, neurophysiology and neuropsychology services.

The elective students will have the opportunity to gain well-supervised experience on the attending neurology service (with daily consultant ward rounds) and can also attend the regular subspeciality clinics should they wish.  If they would like to become more extensively involved in one particular aspect of the department then this will be easy to arrange.  For example previous year 5 students have previously ‘majored’ in neuropsychology, acute neurology, or have preferred to get a broader grounding in aspects of general neurology.

There are also opportunities to learn during the regional neuroscience meetings- for example- weekly neuro-oncology meeting for the peninsula, weekly neuroradiology and weekly neurology grand rounds.



	Availability
	2 students

	Elective Period 
	4 weeks
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