Local Population
Plymouth’s population has increased by over 15,000 (6%) since 2006, yet this is below the
growth rate in England (8.4%). Plymouth, at mid-year 2016, had an estimated population of
264,200; females accounting for 50.2% and males 49.8%. The age groups which have seen the
biggest percentage increase over the last 10 years are the 60-65 year olds and those aged 90
and over. There will be a shift in the population structure of Plymouth over the next 20 years as
the proportion of the population aged 65 and over increases.
Overall the health and wellbeing of the Plymouth population is mixed compared with the England
average. Life expectancy in Plymouth for males is age 78.5 years and for females 82.5 years. In
terms of inequalities, the life expectancy gap between those living in the most deprived areas
and those in the least deprived areas remains significant.
The 2011 Census recorded that Christians (58.1%) were still the largest faith community
although their numbers had declined significantly since the previous census in 2001. While a
majority of people still identify with some religion, our society is becoming more secular: more
people than ever before identify with no religion (32.9%). Some faith communities (Islam,
Hinduism) grew rapidly between the census in 2001 and the census 2011, principally because of
migration. Plymouth is becoming more diverse.
Whilst the proportion of the population that are White British remains higher than the UK
average, this is decreasing. At the time of the 2001 census 97 per cent of Plymouth’s population
was White British, by 2011 this had decreased to 93 per cent. The Polish, Chinese and Kurdish
communities are amongst the largest.
The census records show that there are at least 43 main languages spoken in the city and nearly
100 different languages are spoken in Plymouth schools. Local population growth between the
2001 and 2011 census had been driven by migration from outside the UK (63%), most commonly
from newly admitted EU countries. Plymouth is also a dispersal area for asylum seekers; around
300 people will be accommodated in the city at any given time. There is no precise local data on
numbers of lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans (LGBT) people in Plymouth, but nationally the
government have estimated this to be between 5-7 per cent and the Stonewall Charity agree with
this estimation.
Between April 2016 and January 2017 there were 346 crimes recorded that were identified as a
hate crime. This is an increase of 86 crimes (33%) on the same period in 2015/16. An analysis of
hate crime offences and hate incidents reveals that around 75% per cent were categorised as
racism.
Plymouth remains a relatively low wage economy with over 20% of the city’s households earning
less than £17,500 and over half earning less than £27,000. Alongside this, the proportion of
those excluded from the labour market in Plymouth has been increasing since 2010. Over 29%
of adults in Plymouth are already over indebted, one of the highest levels in the country and the
highest in the South West. 28% of Plymouth households do not have access to a vehicle.
(Source: Plymouth City Council Report 2017)

